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Michael D. Waggoner, “Editor’s Preface” 
This issue of UNIversitas begins with a Forum section featuring an extended pedagogical essay from 
Professor Francis Degnin entitled Truth, Faith, and Intelligent Design.  Reporting on his years of 
experience working with students on basic issues of truth and faith, he uses the controversial topic of 
intelligent design to sharpen students’ thinking.   Whether you are a faculty member, student affairs 
professional, or staff member working with students to develop their critical thinking, or whether you 
are a student who is facing new ideas or teaching approaches, there is much challenging material in 
Professor Degnin’s essay.  As an added feature in this issue and on this topic, we asked Professor Joel 
Haack, Dean of the College of Natural Sciences, to provide an initial response to this essay.  Also, we 
have added a feature that enables readers to join in the discussion and make your own 
observation.  Click on the Comment button after Professor Degnin’s essay and Professor Haack’s 
response.  All posts will be reviewed before being posted to the discussion; this is done in the service of 
appropriateness and civil discourse, not censorship. 
The section Essay, Studies, and Works begins with a study by Professors Otto and Kimberly Maclin, 
Catherine Desoto, and Robert Hitlan on use of the DELPHI method to assess student perception of 
teaching quality.  Lynn Brant, Emeritus Professor of Earth Sciences, then provides a helpful extended 
review essay of several new books on atheism that have appeared in recent years.  We include the 
comment and discussion feature on his article as well.  Concluding this section is a multimedia feature 
on Professors Schmitz and Siddens collaboration to create the opera, Triumphant Love. 
We hope that you enjoy this issue and respond to the authors and each other in the comment sections.  If 
you have comments or suggestions for UNIversitas, please send an email to universitas@uni.edu.  Many 
thanks to the contributors and UNI staff who helped put this issue together. 
Michael D. Waggoner 
Professor and Editor 
UNIversitas 
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